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The way to make all diſ- 


cerning Lovers of Truth 
of one Mind ; for the. 
fironger Oppoſztion of thoſe 
who would ruine them 
with Errors, and Diſcords 
flowing from them. | 


HE firſt” ſtep to this is 
K Charity. For Men ſhould 


rather loye their Neighbours for 


the good they agree in , than 

hate, upon meer difference of 

Opinions. | 
The next, is to diſpute no 


more than we perfectly under- 
A ſtand, 


(2) 
ſtand, without violently impo- 
ſing our own conjectural Opi- 
nions on others. 

'The Thurd is, that right Rea- 
ſon and neceſſity, obligeth us to 
prefer Council and an Umpirage 
of all our Differences, before 
Blows with Murther and Ra- 
Pine. 
This hath been the Cauſe of 
all Governments and Laws, that 
the Force of the Strongeſt may 
not oppreſs the Innocence of the 
weaker Mulrtitude. 

And -our Engliſh Judges and 
Juries, are nothing but ſo many 
iworn Umpires to determine 
Tight in our differences. 

Bur whether there be the ſame 
neceſſity for the finding, and fol- 
lowing the Truth of DivineWor- 
ſhip, 


(3) 
ſhip, ſhall be the Subject of the 
tollowing Diſcourſe. 

It 1s generally known to Man- 
kind, that the moſt ingenious 
and Potent Nations of the Greeks 
and Romans, with : all the reſt of 
the World ( except the 7Jews.,.) 
were for many Ages Idolaters ; 
but they agreed not in their Idols. 

Eor. ſame adored the departed 
Souls of great Heroes amongſt 
them in their ſeveral Statues. 
Others ſet up the Figures of their 
own imaginary Deities ; But the 
moſt rational did either worſhip. 
great Men, ſuppoſed to be tur- 
ned into Stars, or the real mo- 
ving Planets of Saturn, Jupiter, 
Venus, Mars, Apollo, &c. but 
even tothe Sun. it ſelf, that gives; 
Life to fo many InſeCts, and (ac-- 
A 2 cording, 


A— 
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cording to 4riftotle,) to the gene- 
ration of Man, 1s but a circum- 
ſcribed Body, or a point ,, in-re- 


ſpect of the Infinite ſpace of the 


Univerſe. 


And appears to be but a great 


fiery Globe, by our contracting 


its Beams in a burning-glaſs, to 


Zenerate Fire here on Farth: and 


the:efore the 7ews, who were 
more ancient Philoſophers and- 


Hiſtorians than the Nations a- 
bove-named, were fatisfyed by 


their light of Reaſon, that the 


Gr andeur,Beauty,Order,and ſeve- 


ral motions of the infinity of great 
luminous Bodies, with. the admi- 


rable ArchiteEture of Man, and 
the ſeveral Specres of all living 
Creatures, could never be the 


work of Chance tounite the con- 
tradictor Y. 


. w_ 
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rradictor yElements;nor of a Coms 
mon-wealth of Gods impriſoned. 
inthe indifferent Spheres, bur of 
a Monarch infinite. in Extent, , 
Power, Wiſdom & Goodneſs;and. 
this immenſe goodneſs, revealed. 
this undoubted Truth to his Ser- 
vant Moſes, whoſe miraculous 
March through the Red Sea, with 
the drowning of the following 
Eg yptians, and the opening ofthe 
Earth to ſwallow Corah, with 
thouſands of his rebellious Com- 
| panions, , were too great and pub- 
| lick Miracles.to be. ſuſpedted of 
Forgery, fince they - were both 
acted and written. in-Moſes his 
own time, . when they mult have 
been contradicted. by thouſands 
of then.living Spectators, if not 


cruly recited ; = we know what 
Credit: 
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(6) 
Credit theſe, and many other- 
Mir acles, have v1VEN to Mo ſes his 


Divine Books over the World, | 


even unto this day.. 

But the infinite lover of Man- 
kind did continually ſupply the 
'Zews, his then choſen People, 
with a ſupply of Prophets,. and a 
Source of Miracles, not only to 
confirm them in their Belief, and 
Obedience to his Commands,and 
his then written Law, but pro- 
' misd them by his Prophets of ſe- 


_ veral Ages,concurring 1n point of 


time, when a Meſſiah ſhould come 
to redeem and inſtruct all Nat 
ons in the Methods of | his future 
Worſhip, and promiſed: to be 
with them for ever, as in ſarah, 
Chap..21. Verſe 29. As for me, 
thrs 1s my Covenant with them, faith 


the 
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the Lord, my Spirit which is upon. 
thee, and my. W, ords which 1 have 

put. in thy Mouth, ſhall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
of thy Seed, nor. out of the mouth of 
thy Seed s Seed, ſat th the Lord, from 

henceforth, and for ever.. And again 
in Dane, Chap. ; verſe 10 & 
14. 1 ſaw the Night Vijuns ;, and 
behold one like .the Son of Man came 
with the Clouds of Heaven, aut cam: 
to the ancient of days, and they 
brought him next before him. 


And there was given Dommion- 


and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all 
People, Nations and Languages ſhould 


ſerve him <-hus Domunion as an ever» 


laſting Dominion, which ſhall not 


paſs away 5 and his: Kingdom that 
- which ſhall ni be deſtroyed. © 
And there FO all. the- aſſurance 
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that can be in humane Afairs, 
that the Jews could have no lies 


impoſed upon them ; for their ' 
Twelve Tribes had their Nota- 


ries and Scribes to each of them, 
who recorded all remarkable ec- 
currences ;. and they often con- 
ferred Notes together, to pre- 
vent Forgeries and Miſtakes :. fo 
that never any Miracles were bet- 
ter warranted 1m confirmation of 
the rational Truth of their Law, 
that there 1s oneOmnipotent Cre- 


ator, who. made Man to Iove,. 
worſhip and ferve him, and no 


other Gods, in Confutation of 


' Idolaters, and all. other forts of 


Infidels., 
And. now ſince this learned 
and choſen People turned Apo- 
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Rate after the. coming, of Chr:f?,, 


whom £ 
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whom they Crucified as an 
Ulſurper and an Impoſtcr, we 
ought to be very particular in rhe 
Confutation of ſuch a People ; 
and of all 'our preſent Infidels, 
who (becauſe they would be 
cozened in nothing) will ſcarce. 
believe there was a fulius Ceſar, 
an Alexander, OT A Harry the 8th. 
becauſe they never ſaw them. 


Of the coming of Chit 


T He Redeemer of Mankind. 
came into the World at the 

very time prefixed by a. Succeſ]i- 
on of Jewiſh Prophets, and a 
concurrence of the Roman Cibils, 
and other diſ-intereſſed Perſons ; 
and there was no other Pretender 


to be the Meſſrah near that time: 
: ſo. 


ſo that the blind Jews muſt ll 
ther confeſs him to be their MeſF'? 
' ah, os their written Law and 
Prophets to be falſe. 
But they pretended. that bg in 
came not into the World like aþ* 
King. But his low Birth was a , 
clear demonſtration, that Godſ'® 
would havenothing of Kindred, 
or Power, to mix 1n the miracu- 
| Tous Work of converting all cheþ" 
moſt-con{1derable_ Nations. of theſ® 
World. p 
And- therefore his Diſciples} 
were. choſen Men of as. humbleF- 
Birth, as. free from Wealth, 
Power, or Parts to get them, Ke 
any great Undertakers could be:Þ® 
His Doctrine was not eaſe to be- 
lieve, as the Trinity, and Reſur-P 
rection ; 3 and it was fo free from - 


all 


TIEN "IO 
<-þ] Temptations to bait Mankind 
,/pvith, that it forbid plurality of 
nVomen, taught the ſuffering of 
1] Injuries ; and, inſtead of cove- 
bding Power, or Money, which 
, apctS, and keeps it 5 he taught 
. afhe ſelling all, and giving the: 
odMoney to the Poor, and taking 
d.Þp his Croſs, and following him. . 
14 And now I would ask the 
hepreateſt of his Enemies, what 
hefould make this Doctrine grow 
nd proſper, but his Stupendious 
esliracles, and rhe omnipotent 
lefland of God. 
j| And that he did recover the 
as|-ame and Blind, raiſe the Dead, 
e:furn Water into Wine, feed 
e- ſtouſands of People with the mi- : 
r- ſaculous multiplication of a few 
n Loaves and Fiſhes, and many 
ll NC 


(12) 
"more, 1s as certain as unvert; 
T ras Urion, (which 1s furer tha 
any Chronicle,) and the Teltt4 
mony of the then preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding Matters could make it, 

To this I thall add the Te- 
ſtimony of an Advertary. Foſe- 
phur, a Jew of Quality and Lear: 
ning, who livd about forty years 
after Chriſt, in his Jeweſp Hiſto-] 
ry, doubts whether he nay call 
Feſus of Nazareth a Mian, his 
Miracles were fo great. 

But the conſtantDeaths of him 
and moſt of his Apoſtles, are the 
{ureſt of all - Evidences ; for 
chough St. Peter denyd him, yet 
he dyed for his Trath ; and thoſ 
Judas betrayed him, he accuſed] 
him not #2” an Impoſtor, but . 
hanged hi:...-;f for having be- 
crayd jull Blood And 
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And the miraculous Relurre- 
Ction of our Saviour, was evident 


' to fo manyWarneſles in ſeveral 


places, as confirm'd them all. 
As St. Matthew, Chap. 28. ver. E. 


He 1s not here, for he 1s riſen, as he 


J ſaid, come ſee the place where the 
4 Lord lay; And again,ver. 10. Then 
[ard Feſus unto them, be not afraid ; 


go tell my Brethren that they go znto 
Galilee, and there ſhall they ſee 
me, And ver. 20. Teaching them 
to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
commanded you, and lo I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the 
World, Amen. And 1n St. Mark, 
Chap. 16. ver. 14. Afterwards he 
appeared to the Eleven as they ſat at 
Meat, and upbraided them with their 


unbelief and hardneſs of Heart, be- 


cauſe they believed not them which 
7. _ 


ay 


bad ſeen him after he was riſen, 


And in St. Lake, Chap. 24. ver. 


36. And as they "thay ſpake, Jefus ] 


himſelf” ſtood in the midſt of them, and 


Jaid unto them, Peace be unto you. 
And ver. 3g. Behold my Hands and 
my Feet, that it 1s I my ſelf, handle 
me, and ſee, for a Spirit hath not 
Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee Me have. 
_ 1n Of. John, Chap. 21. ver. 
14. This 1s now the third time that 
Teku ſhewed himſelf to his Diſci- 
ples after that he was riſen from the 


Dead. 
Now we need cite no more 


Texts to prove the RefurreCtion. 
But his inſpired Apoſtles being 
timerous, and 111:terate, were fo 
changed by che Holy Ghoſt, chat 
they had the courage to underake 


the Conyerſ1on of the greateſt 
part 
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part of the known World; and 
were ſuddenly made Maſters of 


all Languages, to enable them to: 


propagate their hard and un-plea- 
{ing Doctrine ; as appears by ma- 
ny very plain Texts in the 4&s 
of the Apoſtles, Chap. 2. and begins 
ver. 4. and ſo goes onto the x 2. 
verſe. | 

4. And they were all filed with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak 
with other Tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 

&. And there were dwellmg at 


| Jeruſalem, Jews, devout Men, out 


every Nation under Heaven. - 

6. Now when this was noiſed a- 
broad, the Multitude came together, 
and were confounded, becauſe that 


every man heard them ſpeak mn his 


own | anguage. 


B2 7-ud 


(.16 ) 

7. And they were all: amazed, 
and marvelled, ſaying one to another 
Behold ! and are not all theſe that 
ſpeak Galileans ? 

8. And bow hear we every Man 11 
our ownT ongue wherein we were born. 
9. Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and-the' dwellers in Me- 
ſopotamua, and n Judea, and Cap- 
padocia, z Pontus, and Afia. 

10. Phrygia, and Pamphilia,ez 
EXgypt, and m the parts of Lybia, 
about Cyrene, and Strangers of - 
—_ and Profelites. - 

11. Cretes and Arabians ; We 
do hear them ſpeak, in our Tongues 
the wonderful Works of God. 

12. And they were all amazed, 
and m doubt, ſayings one to another, 
What meanes this. 


| Now theeffectsdoclearlyprove 


the 
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the truth of this Miracle : For 
che Multitude of Converts in all 
theſe Nations, could not- be 
made without Language ; and a. 
few poor 1]literate Fiſhermen, 
could not learn all their Langua- 
 gesat once, without the miracu- 
lous Power of God. 

But the performance of this 
undertaking was the greateſt of 
all Miracles, that they and their 
Succeſlors affected, without the 
Compulſion of an Ar my, (which 
Mahomet uſed.) 

But their Doctrine did ſpring 
up in Blood, in fſpight of all the 
Power and Tyranny of the Ro- 
mans, With their varieties of cruel 
Deaths and Tortures to ſuppreſs 
it; till the miraculous Sign of 
the Croſs 1n the Air,Converted the 

Great 


_ ( 18') 
Great Conſtantine, with the grea-- 
teſt part of his Army to Chriſti- 
anity,. by thoſe Legible Words; 
tn this Sign thou ſhalt overcome. 

And though Mabomet:ſm hath 
uſurped upon Chriſtianity in Aſia 
and Africa, yet the greater part 
of the Turks Subjects are Chriſtt- 
ans (till: And God hath made as 
oreat an Addition to his Chriſtian. 
Flock, as hath been elſewhere a- 
bated, in America alone ; beſides 
the Advancement of it in-China, 
Ethipia, and other parts of the 
Eaſt lndzes. EL Ft. 

And now, though I have ſaid 
nothing but what is | expreſled. 
more learnedly and copioully in 
greater Volumes ; yet {ince Epi- 
tomies are ſoon read over by 

thoſe, who may be bulte or neg- 
| | ligent, 


(19) 
ligent, when larger Tracts are 
laid by. 
© I do-not diſtruſt, but that I 
have here laid enough together, 
to fatisfie all diſcerning Loyers 
of Truth ; and that I ſhall en- 
gag2 many Readers to be of a 
mind as far as Chriſtianity. 

And now my next attempt 
will be the Union of Chriſtians 
amongſt themſelves. 

But becauſe I am to. cite ſe- 
veral Texts of Scripture, for the 
ſatisfaction of thoſe who relie 
upon nothing elle. 

I ſhall alſo aſſert the Truth of 
the New Teſtament, to endea- 
vour the ſatisfaction of thoſe 
who are no Lovers. of Truth; 
but doubt dr mi{-believe the 
Contents of it. 7 
i And 


( 20-) 
And to begin with the four 
Evangeliſts, che tuft Wuters of 
the N ew Law. 


HE Tradition of moſt 
Nations, ( omitting the 
Church Hiſtor y, and Fathers, for 
Brevity fake,) alfure us that they 
were all Men of Exemplary Pi. 
ety and Sufferings, and T'wo of 
them were of the Twelve Apo- 
{Hes,who could miſtake nothing 
they were ACtors in. And St. 
Matthew made good his miracu- 
lous Actions and Writings with 
his Blood. And St. bn the 
beloved Apoſtle of our Saviour, 
\uftered Torments worſe than 
Death. The other two. were 
fam'd through all the Believing 
World for their great Sanctity. 
It 
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It is enough to ſay that their 
Writings, (with the reſt of 
St. Paul, and the reſt of that 
myſterious Volume,) were Wa- 
terd with the Bloods of their 
living and ſucceeding Diſciples : 
and that moſt of the Nations of 
Burope, Afia, and Africa had great 
numbers of Martyrs, whodyed 
within the fir{t three hundred 
years after Chriſt, with variety 
of exceſſive Torments, to juſti- 
fie the Contents of this Sacred 
Volume. 

- And if we conſider how it 
hath paſſed through many Lan- 
guages, and is preſerved to this 
day by moſt Nations, with very 
little difference : We may well 
call it the univerſal Chronicle 
not to be doubted, 

For 


22 
For, if it be foolifh to doubt 
the main of our own Chronicle, 
written by four or five Authors; 
what can we think of thoſe who 
doubt the Word of God, backt 
by ſo univerſal a Tradition, but 
chat they cannot ſee. the Sun for 
too much Light. 

But though the whole Sacred 
Writ 1s a moſt precious Liquor, 
yet there are obſcure intoxicating 
parts of it, that are too ſtrong 
for our weak Brains : Witneſs 
the uncharitable contradictory 
Sects ſprung from it, whole 
Bloody Effects have ſufficiently 
appeard in our own Nation. 

But {ince obſcure places ought 
to be-explained, becauſe nothing 
in the word of God can be im- 
pertinent ; and that a gecat part 


of 


of the World which ought to be 
ſaved, cannot read ; and fewthat 
can, do well underftand what 
they read: Reaſon doth lead us 
ro the neceſſity of laying afide 
what we underſtand not, and 
leave 1t all to a learned Umpire 
Church ; as we do the Moot 
Pornts of the Common Law, to 
the Learned in that Profeſhien, 
as I before hinted. 

Bur how to be ſure of this true 


| Church, let us learn if we can, 


out of the plain Texts of che 
Canonical parts of an Epiſcopal 
Proteſtant Bible. 

We find that in St. Mark, 
Chap. 16. ver. 15. & 16. our 
Sav1our faid to his Diſciples, 4nd 
he ſaid unto them, Go ye into al { the 
theWWorld,and Preach the Goſpel unto 
every Creature. He 
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He that believeth, and, 1s Bapti- 
zed, ſhall be ſaved ; But he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. 

And in St. Matthew, Chap. 28. 
Ver. 20. Chriſts own Words ; Lo, 
Tam with you always, even unto the 
end of the World. 

And in St. Jobn, Chap. 14. 
Ver. 16. And [ will pray the Father, 
and be ſhall grve you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you 


for ever. 


We find apparently im theſe 
three Texts, that Damnation 1s 
denounced to all miſ-believers. 

And Chriſt hath 'promiſed to 
be with his Church to the end of 
the World. 

Which is a plain .demonſtra- 
tion, that 1t muſt be always a 


v1ilible 
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viſible true Church to the end of 


the World. 


And God farther declard, that 
whatſoever this Church bindeth 
or looſeth on Earth, ſhall be fo 


1 Heaven. 


my 


b. 


And St. Matthew, Chap. 17. & 
18. 4nd if be ſhall neglett to hear 
thee, tell it unto the Church ; and 
and if he neglett to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as a Heathen 
man, and a Publican. 

Verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
ge ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be 
bound i Heaven ; and what| 02Vcr 


ge ſhall looſe 071 Earth, ſhall be log 


ſed im Heaven. 


In this Text all that deny tv 
hear the true Church, are con- 
demned as Heathens. 
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And to proceed,to more proofs 
of theFoundation ofa trueChurch 
in the Apoſtles. Chriſt's words 
to St. Peter are found in St. Mat- 
thew, Chap. 16. ver. 18 and 19. 
And I ſa 7 alſo unto thee, that thou 
art Peter, and upoz this Rock will 
[ build my Church, and the Gates of 


Hell ſhall not prevail againſt tt. 
And I will grve unto thee the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on 
Barth, ſhall be bound im Heaven ; 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on 
Barth, ſhall be looſed m Heaven. 
And St. John, Chap. 2 1. ver. 
I5, 16, 17. there are three Re- 
petitions of Chriſt to St. Peter. 
Feed my Lambs, feed my Sheep, 
feed my Sheep. | 
Now theſe Texts do evidently 


umply | 
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imply, that St. Peter was a Fa-. 
vouritez and if any one of the 
| Apoſtles had Supremacy over the 
reſt, it muſt be He. 

But now I ſhall proceed to 
prove by a Text, that the Apo- 
{tles were all Biſhops ; for if 7«- 
das was one, the reſt are not to 
be doubted : for in the Reproofs 
of Judas it 15 Written in the fs, 
Chap. 1, ver. 20. For it is written. 
mn the Bookof Pſalms, Let his Ha- 
bitation be deſolate, and let no Man 
dwell therein; and his Biſhoprick, 

let andther take. 

And now let the Calvmiſts, 
and all other SeEtaries, that Co- 
venanted and fought againſt Ps- 
pery and Prelacy, and depoſed our 
Engliſh Biſhops,excuſe their Per- 
ſecution, if they can, of Biſhops, 
C 3 as 


(a8) 
as Uſurpers, Unlawful, and An- 
richriſtian : Sure they will nor 
fay the Apoſtles were Antichri- 


ftzan ; Nor need we any further 


Proof out of St: Paul's Epiſtle 


to Titus and Timothy, to make 


out that there were Biſhops, as 
well as .Presbyters, in God's 
| Church in his time. 

But we may without doubt 
conclude, that John Calvin, when 


| he ſeparated from all Epiſcopal 
Churches, he did revolt from the 
Apoſtles and their true Succeſ- 


ſors, be they whom they wall, 
and fo incurred the Penalty of 
the Text already mentioned, 7 har 
he that will not bear the Church, ſhall. 
he as a Heathen Min, and a Pab- 
hcan. 

He renounced that Church- 

| which 
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which Chriſt ſaid he was with to 
the end of the World. 
And he was worſe than any 
other Independant, for he eſta- 
bliſhed a coerfive Power in eve- 
ry Pariſh, as abſolute as that of 
a Biſhop in his Dioceſs ; and left 
no Power to correct the 1] man- 
ners of any of his Rulers, but 
the remote one of a National 
Synod. 
The Roman, Greek, Lutheran, 
and Enghiſh Biſhops are all alike 
obliged to this Presbiterian Re- 
former ; but he deſignd, that the 
heavy charge of Idolatry ſhould 
Juſtifie all the Confuſion of his 
Doctrine ; and therefore few of 
his Followers (if any) will kneel 
to receive the Sacrament. 
But the Roman Catholtcks and | 
-— — md 
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Epiſcopal Proteſtants of England, 


(if not the reſt) do kneel, to ſhew: 


thei Reſpect to what God's 


Word hath given them ; though, 
they difler whether they thould, 
follow the Literal or My (tical 


Senſe of the Text. 


But I ſhall endeavour to make, 
it appeargthat no Chrifttau Church 


can be guilty of Idolatry. 
The Church which Chrift 1s 


always with,cannot, becauſe God 


hath forbidden 1t often. 


And none of the reſt believe, 
or have taught a multiplicity of 


Gods. 

Nor have any Chriſtuans com- 
manded the Worſhipping of 
Images, or any thing but.a 'Tr1- 


une God, replenithel with-Inh-- 


nite Wiſdom, Power, and Cha- 
Fit, AS 


r AA. Tf a=. A 


an) 

As for Ldelarrs, it confiſteth 
not 1n outward reſpects to Crea- 
| tures, without an evil concur- 
rence of the Heart to Worthip, 
and prefer a Senat of Gods, be- 
fore the only true Monarchical 
God. For we mult all turn 
Guakers, it {1gns of our Civility | 
and Humility : are forbidden ;.no 
man mult put oft his Hat. to 
another, nor bow down his Head 
in Salvtation ; much leſs kneel 
to a Soveraign Prince to kiſs his 
Hand ; or kneel ac his Prayers in 
a Room where a Crucifix or Pi- 
hues 16. 5; 

Burt I would fatisfie the very 
2uakers, that the Idolatry which 
the Primunve. Chriſtians avoided, 
was the cntring into a Pagan 


Church, there to Worſhip a 


tor- 


' 
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(32) | 
forbidden Idol, as a denyal of 
Chriſt before Men, who then 
would deny them before his Hea- 
venly Father. | 

And now I ſhall proceed to 
the Marks of the true Church, 
that my Readers may eaſily find 
it, 

And firſt for the univerſality 


_ of the true Church, I ſhall only 


cite one Text out of St. Mark, 
Chap. 16. ver 15. And he ſaid unto 
them, go ye anto all the World, and 
Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 


Now whatever Church 1s 


molt extended, and doth yet con- 


_ tinue Preaching to moſt Nations, 


mult needs be preferred before 
thoſe Churches, that ' want thus 


Mark. 


As for the Succeſhon, it muſt 
tn 
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(33) 
of | be where Chrift is always in a vi- 
en | fible Church for Men to hear. 
a-| And if any. Church proves 
[an Hiſtorical Succeſhon from. 
to | any of the Apoſtles, and no o- 
h, | ther Church pretends to che lame, 
id | that muſt be the true Church, 
which. Chriſt 1s always with ; and 
y | Which, whoſoever refutes to hear, 
[y | muſt be a Heathen Man, - as in 
j | the Texts before mentioned. 
to | - Laſtly,the Nature of all Go-- 
4 | vernments neceſlarily requiring; 
e, | aa Umpire, to. avoid Diſcords 
s | both in. Church and. State ; we- 
- | may conclude that ' Bithops are 
necellary Overſeers of the Pret-. 
biterian Clergy; and Archbi-. 
5 | ſhops are continued in England 
| (which was once a part of ano-. 
- | ther Church) to regulate the fat-. 
 Þ lings 


(94 ) 
lings of ditperſed Biſhops. 

And if there were but two 
Archbiſhops in the World, they F. 
m:ghr, as Men, erre 1n matters | 
of i*ict,and fo want an Overſeer 
to regulate their Diviſions, Man- 
ners and Diſcipline, So that we | 
naturally riſe to a Succeſlor of 
Chriſt, as abſolute in matters of 
Faith, . as if Chriſt were viſibly 
with him, who hath promuſed to 
be always with him, as is above 
proved. 

Now tho St. Peter's Style is 
faireſt to theMonarchicalChurch- 
Power by the foremention dT exts, 
yet I ſhall forbear to pronounce 
the Succeſſion, but ſhall con- 
clude with a certain rule to find 


it out by ; and that is;examin who 


have been the chief Biſhops to 


call 


— 


( 35 ] 
call and diffolve che major part 
of general Councils, fince the 


} Emperors (who did it inthe In- 


fancy of the Church) left it. 
And if general Councils are 
the Parliaments of Chriſtendom: ; 


and that it 1s a madneſs to think 
that God's Bleſling 1s not more 


upon ſo many Learned and P1- 


| ous Men of all Chr:ſtzan Nations, 


expounding hard places of Scrip- 
ture, then upon the Inteterpre- 


tation of any private Spirit ; we 


may conclude that the Prelate, 
who aſſembles and diſſolves the 
choſen Divines of all Chr:ſtzar 
Nations at his Pleaſure, and ne- 
ver got this Power by force of 
Arms, muſt be the Univerſal 
Spiritual Monarch, whom _ 
ET at 
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hath promiſed to be always with'F F 


\.to the end of the World, as a- 
-bove cited. " 


PRRAT 4. 


Age 3. 1. 20. inſtead of (to the Sun, read thc 
Sun, p. 6. 1. 20. inftead of Chap. 21. ver. 2g; ' 
read . Chap. 29. ver. 21. P. 17. I. 12. toftead of 
affected, read effe&ed. p. 25. 1. 7. inſtead of Chap. 
17. and 18. read Chap. 18. ver. 17.and 18, 
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LOND ©O N, 
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